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If  someone told me five years 
ago that a 2020 presidential race 
would be a faceoff  between Don-

ald Trump and 
Oprah Winfrey, 
I’d have awaited 
the punchline.

If  that per-
son had per-
sisted, I’d have 
driven him or 
her to get help.

But that is 
the world we 

live in circa 2018.
Oprah gave a rousing speech 

of  empowerment and unity at the 
Golden Globes (the opposite of  
what we get from the White House 
these days). So, that suddenly 
makes her presidential material, 
a contender for the 2020 Demo-
cratic nomination?

Remember when presidents 
arrived with a resume of  govern-
ment experience? That is so pre-
2016.

Now it’s all about celebrity. 
Reality TV mogul vs. talk show 
queen. And other celebs are sniff-
ing around. Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson and Roseanne Barr are 
getting mentioned.

Hey, there is much to admire 
about Oprah. She survived a bru-
tal childhood of  poverty and sex-
ual abuse. She grew up without a 
trust fund and, actually, with very 
little trust.

She is smart, passionate and 
empathetic (yeah, I know. I know). 
And she turned a Chicago talk 
show into a media phenomenon 
and is a self-made billionaire.

She also foisted sideshow huck-
sters like Dr. Phil and Dr. Oz upon 
us. No one’s perfect.

And, if  nothing else, Oprah 
kick-started reading in America, 
a country where youngsters view 
texting as intricate discourse.

It says a lot that the two major 
political parties are a mess. The 
GOP is fractured. And the Demo-
crats keep has-beens like Nancy 
Pelosi in power.

There’s some precedent. Ron-
ald Reagan was a B-level actor 
who at least governed Califor-
nia before becoming president. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger pulled a 
reverse Trump, going from poli-
tics to hosting “The Apprentice.”

Hard to keep up, isn’t it?
Remember when we used to 

laugh at European nations for 
electing ex-porn stars and the 
like? Who’s laughing now?

And will we hear this new cast 
in 2021? “President Winfrey met 
today with California Sen. Kim 
Kardashian ...”

ODDZNENDZ: I’m sure Marco 
Camacho will work hard in his 
return to the City Council. Part of  
me wishes Roland Chase had got-
ten a shot. He’s a thoughtful guy 
with a bit of  irreverence in him.

 ◆ Admit it: You accidentally 
drove the wrong way on lower 
Broadway at least once last year.

 ◆ R.I.P.: Marie Puerini. A tire-
less volunteer at local events, 
Marie and her son Dan were pio-
neers in the local restaurant scene.

Puerini’s was one of  the first 
eateries in the state to go smoke-
free, a bold step in the early 1990s 
before smoking bans became law.

 ◆ If  you’re a fan of  The Band 
and Bob Dylan, you might want 
to check out Robbie Robertson’s 
memoir “Testimony.”

It’s a bit self-congratulatory, but 
full of  great stories of  a wild rock 
n’ roll life that began at age 16.

 ◆ Curious that an ex-PawSox 
player is one of  the leading oppo-
nents of  a new ballpark. Mike 
Stenhouse, who played with the 
team in 1986, runs the right-wing 
advocacy group Center for Free-
dom and Prosperity.

 ◆ You know you’re getting up 
there when you can recall when 
Col. Harlan Sanders was still alive 
and on TV. Now actors play him.

 ◆ My new band, the Stable 
Geniuses, will be ready for gigs 
soon. We have a lot of  words. We 
have the best words. And we get 
the biggest crowds.

 ◆ I always liked the idea that 
The Breakers still had tenants. 
Kind of  sad that the Szaparys are 
out. Though I’m sure the Preser-
vation Society sees it differently.

Jim Gillis is a Daily News  
columnist. Send him an email  
at jimgillis13@gmail.com.

PORTSMOUTH — Emily Byrne has 
a flair for the dramatic.

The Portsmouth Abbey School senior 
immerses herself  in theater produc-
tions. She’ll play Flounder in the 
school’s February production of  “The 
Little Mermaid.”

In the school’s fall production of  Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s “The Tempest,” 
Byrne played the lead.

“I think it has completely changed 
who I am as a person,” Byrne said of  
her involvement in the theater. Her con-
fidence and public speaking skills have 
soared as a result, she said.

“I’m really grateful that the program 
here is so good,” Byrne said.

She’s also involved in Enharmonix, 
the jazz ensemble on campus. “I spend a 
lot of  time in the arts department,” she 
said with a smile.

Born in New York City but raised 
in a New York suburb, Byrne moved 
with her family to Portsmouth when 
she was 12. What she loves most about 
living in Portsmouth is the ocean, she 
said.

In school, the 17-year-old’s favor-
ite school subject is English. “I just 
love how universal it is,” she said. The 

“themes and the relevance of  literature 
transcends time.”

“Fathers and Sons,” also translated 
as “Fathers and Children,” by Ivan 
Turgenev, a Russian novel originally 
published in 1862, is Byrne’s favorite 
assigned reading thus far.

“I just thought it was an absolutely 
breathtaking book,” she said.

Byrne read the book in her humani-
ties course, an English class with philo-
sophical and religious undertones.

� Laura Damon

Portsmouth 
Abbey School 
senior Emily 
Byrne is 
regularly 
involved in 
theater and 
the arts. She 
performed 
the lead in 
Shakespeare’s 
‘The Tempest’ 
last fall.

Laura Damon  
Daily News photo

ABOUT EMILY
Favorite food: Grilled cheese 
with extra butter.

Favorite movie: ‘Casablanca.’

Favorite TV show: ‘Friends.’

Favorite book: ‘A Wrinkle in 
Time’ by Madeleine L’Engle.

The Newport Daily News solicits sug-
gestions for Student of  the Week from 
Newport County principals.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK:  EMILY BYRNE,  PORTSMOUTH ABBEY SCHOOL

By Michelle R. Smith
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — Rhode 
Island economic development 
officials said the state’s bid to 
become home 
to Amazon’s 
second head-
quarters was 
hand-deliv-
ered by an 
employee who 
p e r s o n a l l y 
flew to Seat-
tle, where the 
company is based.

The detail was included in 
a set of  documents released 
by the Commerce Corp. in 
response to an open records 
request by The Associated 
Press.

The Commerce Corp. refused 
to release the application itself, 
and it declined to release any 
studies it used to determine the 
benefits of  luring Amazon to 
Rhode Island. It said those doc-
uments were exempt from the 
state’s Access to Public Records 
Act, citing exemptions for doc-
uments that contain strategy 
and discussion of  the potential 
investment of  public funds, as 
well as preliminary drafts and 
notes.

More than 15 states and cit-
ies, including Chicago, Cleve-
land and Las Vegas, refused 
requests from The Associated 
Press to detail the promises 
they made to try to lure the 
company.

But Rhode Island did release 

By Matt Sheley
Staff writer

Plans for a new nine-hole golf  course 
and clubhouse at Newport National Golf  

Club are still 
very much in the 
works along the 

Middletown-Portsmouth line.
According to Middletown Building 

Official Jack Kane, the nine-hole course 
west of  Mitchell’s Lane is an allowed 
use by right in town. But he said the 
new ownership group would have to 
get permission from the town to erect 
the clubhouse, which would be with the 
new nine across Mitchell’s Lane from 
the existing 18-hole course.

The last time Kane said he spoke to 
Newport National officials about the 
project was the spring of  2017, about a 
year after Combined Properties, Inc. of  

Malden, Massachusetts, bought the 350-
acre site for an undisclosed sum.

“We’ve told them that the clubhouse 
is an accessory use to the new nine-hole 
golf  course,” Kane told The Daily News. 
“Our feeling was we didn’t want them 
to build a clubhouse and then scrap the 
new nine-hole course. With one, you 
have to have the other.”

Discussion about adding the nine 
holes and clubhouse isn’t new for New-
port National.

Even before the club’s Orchard Course 
first broke ground in May 2001 to rave 
reviews, there’s been a desire to bring a 
course and clubhouse across Mitchell’s 
Lane from the current complex.

A short time later, plans by former 
PGA pro Brad Faxon and noted course 
architect Brad Booth were rolled out 
featuring an 18-hole Vineyard Course 
and related amenities. Those plans were 
scaled back to nine holes in October 2004 
by the last owners Realty Financial Part-
ners when the necessary land could not 
be secured.

After Combined Properties took over 
in March 2016, there’s been site work 
and surveying done to the area, includ-
ing the removal of  trees and vegetation.

Aquidneck Land Trust Executive 
Director Chuck Allott said he’s seen 
preliminary plans for the new nine and 
related work.

The land trust played a significant 
role in helping the Orchard Course 
come to fruition, lending the develop-
ers more than $1 million to help get the 
initial phase of  project off  the ground. 
In return, the nonprofit land protection 
group secured ironclad agreements that 
the site could not be developed ever for 
anything such as commercial or large-
scale residential projects.

Based on his impression, Allott said 
it is the goal of  Combined Properties to 
break ground for construction on the 
new nine and clubhouse this year.

How much of  the latest layout will be 
part of  the new nine remained unclear 
this week. Multiple calls and emails to 
Combined Properties staff  this week 
from the paper were not returned.

“The original design, based on what 
we’re being told, would have had much 
more land excavation and (soil) moving 
than what’s being proposed now,” Allott 
said. “Their plan is to mostly leave the 

By Derek Gomes
Staff writer

The staff  of  Atria Aquid-
neck Place is trying to coax its 
residents to share their untold 
stories.

The senior-living commu-
nity on Thursday launched 
its story-sharing program 
with an event called, “Better 
Together.” State Sen. James 
Seveney, D-Portsmouth, 
Portsmouth resident John 

Vitkevich, Ivan Colon, the 
executive director of  Atria 
Aquidneck Place, and others 
shared their own personal sto-
ries.

Every holiday season, the 
staff  gives all the residents 
a gift. This past year it was a 
small box with more than 100 
cards intended to prompt a 
recollection. 

Each card has a cue that 
asks the residents to describe 
their hometown, how they are 
like their parents and what 

was their best date. Atria 
Aquidneck Place decided to 
use the cards as the founda-
tion of  a yearlong program.

The questions are intended 
to spark conversation among 
the residents and have them 
“connect more deeply through 
the power of  storytelling,” 
according to a description by 
Caitlin Teves, the engage life 
director at Atria Aquidneck 
Place, which is located off  
East Main Road near its inter-
section with Turnpike Avenue.

“Storytelling is a simple 
and meaningful way to con-
nect and pass wisdom from 
one generation to the next,” 
Teves said in a statement.

Storytelling gives a forum 
for the residents to share 
aspects about their lives that 
they have kept to themselves, 
and it fosters communal spirit 
among them, Colon told The 
Daily News before the event.

Atria, which houses 21,000 
seniors, is running the story-
telling program at all of  its 
nearly 200 locations.

The series of  cards called 
Atria StoryWise is also avail-
able on a free app for the 
iPhone. It allows users to 
record and share their stories. 

Through the end of  the 
month, Atria will donate $1 to 
the American Library Associ-
ation for every story shared.

Seveney noted how one of  
his relatives who fought dur-
ing World War II was always 
reticent when a family asked 
about his experiences there. It 
was not until a group decided 
to record the aging World War 
II veteran that he opened up.

Share your memories while 
you still can, otherwise they 
will be lost, he exhorted the 
roughly 20 seniors gathered 
for the event.

One woman yodeled and 
another recalled driving to 
vacations with her six sons 
and daughters in the back seat 
of  her car.

Gomes@NewportRI.com
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A view Thursday morning of the practice green and the first tee at Newport National Golf Club. Although 
the developers aren’t talking, it appears there’s active interest in bringing a new nine-hole course and 
clubhouse across Mitchell’s Lane to the club along the Middletown-Portsmouth line.

Staying the course

State’s 
Amazon 
pitch 
won’t be 
disclosed
Economic development 
officials are not  
releasing details on the 
application to attract  
the online giant’s new  
headquarters.

Raimondo

PITCH  A5

PORTSMOUTH 

New program gives Atria residents a story to tell
The senior-living community on Thursday launched  
‘Better Together,’ offering residents a way to keep 
their memories alive.

S P A R E  C H A N G E

Politics 
are now 
all about 
celebrity

MIDDLETOWN 

The owners of Newport National 
Golf Course are still planning  
to expand by add a new  
nine-hole course and clubhouse.
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